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1
FLOW RATE CONTROL VALVE FOR
SOLUTIONS OF POLYMERS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Phase Entry of International
Application No. PCT/IB2011/052930, filed on Jul. 1, 2011,
which claims priority to French Patent Application Serial No.
1055338, filed on Jul. 2, 2010, both of which are incorporated
by reference herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a flow rate control valve
adapted for the transport of fluids such as solutions of poly-
mers, as well as to a method for injecting fluid notably in an
underground formation as well as to a transport installation
notably for injecting fluid, for example in an underground
formation using said flow rate control valve.

BACKGROUND

The use of solutions of polymer notably of polyacrylamide
is known within the scope of assisted recovery of hydrocar-
bons contained in an underground formation (EOR,
Enhanced Oil Recovery). Thus, after the operations for recov-
ering hydrocarbons by means of the natural pressure of the
deposit, a so-called “primary” deposit, it is generally pre-
ceded with a so-called “secondary” recovery of hydrocar-
bons, during which a solution of polymer is injected into the
underground formation through injection well(s), and a mix-
ture of hydrocarbons and of polymer solution is extracted
from production well(s). The use of a polymer solution and
not of water is preferred because of the often too great mobil-
ity of water: the flooding efficiency is improved by adding
polymer to the injection water, as well as the production
conditions (reduced percentage of produced water). A larger
recovery rate is thereby obtained from the moment when it is
decided to stop production (because of a too high percentage
of produced water).

When several injection wells are used, it is generally nec-
essary to operate at different pressures depending on the
wells, in order to adapt to the local configuration of the
underground formation, and to correct the heterogeneity
effects of said underground formation. Now, several injection
wells (or all the injection wells) are generally supplied with
fluid by a same source of polymer solution. It is therefore
necessary to have flow rate control valves for each injection
well, notably within the scope of marine exploitation (off-
shore), where it would be too complex or too expensive to
provide a supply line and one pump per injection well.

Among the flow rate control valves available for the above
application, the company Cameron Willis proposes a model
which consists in a cage pierced with holes. The inflow for the
fluid is achieved on the periphery of the cage, and the outflow
is at the centre of the cage. The accessible surface area for the
fluid inflow is adjusted by a mobile piston which moves
parallel to the axis of the cage. For a given flow rate, the
pressure loss increases when the surface area accessible to the
inflow of the fluid decreases. However, this system leads to a
strong degradation of the polymer solutions used for assisted
recovery of hydrocarbons, and therefore to a decrease in the
viscosity of these solutions, which is strongly detrimental to
their efficiency.

Moreover, U.S. Pat. No. 4,510,993 describes a flow rate
control valve for polymer solutions, in which the flow rate is
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regulated by a needle penetrating into an orifice. The docu-
ment indicates that the polymers are not degraded as long as
the flow rate does not exceed 30 gallons/min, i.e. 7 m*/h.
However, it is known that such a geometry (of the needle
valvetype) is degrading. Thus, the degradation ofthe polymer
solutions in this type of system becomes high at more realistic
flow rates of the order of 100 m*/h. Further such a system has
significant risks of mechanical wear.

U.S. Pat. No. 3,477,467 describes a suitable flow rate con-
trol valve for a polymer solution, in which the pressure loss is
obtained by having the polymer solution pass in a vertical
tube filled with sands or beads. The adjustment of the amount
of'sand or beads allows regulation of the flow rate. However,
this system also has the drawback of degrading the polymer
solutions, and it also has significant risks of mechanical wear
of the valve and of damage to the porous medium over time.
Further, implementation is difficult.

U.S. Pat.No. 4,617,991 proposes a flow rate control system
comprising a device actuated by the transport of a polymer
solution, such as a hydraulic pump or a motor. This type of
device is adapted for recovering the energy from the flow of
the polymer solution. With the system, it is possible to avoid
degradation of a polymer solution at a low flow rate (at most
about 1.3 m*/h). However, it does not give the possibility of
avoiding the degradation phenomenon at a higher flow rate.
Actually, although the energy is dissipated outside rather than
inside the pipe, the degradation remains a function of the
geometry of the dissipation system inside the pipe.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,276,904 describes an apparatus with which
afluid flow rate may be modified by having the fluid pass into
a limited number of tubes of different lengths and of different
diameters. The pressure loss is adjusted by having the fluid
pass in one of the combinations among the different tubes.
This system is bulky, difficult to apply (the apparatus notably
comprises a large number of valves, which have to be acti-
vated independently, at the outlet of each of the tubes) and not
very flexible (i.e., with it, fine adjustment of the pressure loss
and of the flow rate is possible only with difficulty). Such a
system does not give the possibility of generating a sufficient
pressure loss at a high flow rate.

Therefore, there exists a real need for development of a
flow rate control valve adapted for the injection of polymer
solutions in an underground formation which does not have
the drawbacks mentioned above. In particular, a need exists
for developing a flow rate control valve which does not induce
any significant degradation of the solutions of polymer used
within the scope of assisted recovery ofhydrocarbons, even at
a high flow rate.

SUMMARY

The invention firstly relates to a method for injecting a fluid
in an underground formation, wherein:

a fluid is transported in at least one injection pipe;

the injection pipe comprises a main portion including a
single tube having a cross-section, and a flow rate con-
trol valve including at least ten (preferably at least one
hundred) fluid transport tubes arranged in parallel and
having a plurality of cross-sections: and wherein the
ratio of the cross-section of the single tube of the main
portion over the sum of the plurality of cross-sections of
the fluid transport tubes of the flow rate control valve is
less than or equal to 5, preferably less than or equal to 3
and more preferably less than or equal to 1.5,

the flow rate of the fluid circulating in the injection pipe is
adjusted by distributing the fluid in all or part of the fluid
transport tubes of the flow rate control valve;
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the fluid from the injection pipe is injected into the under-

ground formation.

According to one embodiment:

the plurality of cross-sections of at least one portion of the

fluid transport tubes is at least ten times smaller than the
cross-section of the single tube of the main portion,
preferably at least one hundred times smaller, more pref-
erably atleast one thousand times smaller and preferably
at least ten thousand times smaller; and/or

the cross-section of each of the transport tubes being con-

stant over a length of each of the fluid transport tubes,
and/or
the transport tubes are cylinders and each of the cylinders
extends along a longitudinal axis and/or the longitudinal
axes of the cylinders are parallel to each other, and/or

the plurality of cross-sections of the fluid transport tubes
are circular.

According to an embodiment, the adjustment of the fluid
flow rate in the injection pipe is carried out by selectively
obturating all or part of the fluid transport tubes. According to
an embodiment, the fluid is distributed in a plurality of injec-
tion pipes by pumping means, each injection pipe comprising
a main portion including a single tube and a flow rate control
valve including at least ten (preferably at least one hundred)
fluid transport tubes arranged in parallel, the flow rate of the
fluids circulating in each injection pipe being adjusted by
distributing the fluid in all or part of the fluid transport tubes,
and the fluid from the injection pipes being injected into the
underground formation. According to an embodiment, the
fluid transport tubes do not all have identical cross-sections,
and are preferably arranged per groups of fluid transport tubes
with essentially identical cross-sections.

According to an embodiment:

the plurality of cross-sections of at least one portion of the

fluid transport tubes ranges from 0.012 to 100 mm?,
preferably from 0.05 to 50 mm?, and more preferably
from 0.8 to 30 mm?; and/or
the cross-section of at least one fluid transport tubes ranges
from 1 to 100 cm?, preferably from 1 to 50 cm?; and/or

the totality of the fluid transport tubes have a length ranging
from 1 cm to 10 m, preferably from 10 cm to 3 m, and
more preferably from 30 cm to 1.5 m.

According to an embodiment, the fluid is an aqueous solu-
tion of a polymer, the molecular mass of the polymer is larger
than 10° Da. According to an embodiment, the fluid is an
aqueous solution of polymer, preferably an aqueous solution
of polyacrylamide. According to an embodiment, the fluid is
an emulsion, preferably an oil/water emulsion. According to
an embodiment, the method described above comprises a step
for recovering hydrocarbons from the underground formation
and optionally for treating the recovered hydrocarbons.

The object of the invention is also a flow rate control valve
intended to be connected to a single tube of a pipe having a
cross-section, the valve comprising:

at least ten (preferably at least one hundred) fluid transport
tubes arranged in parallel and having a plurality of cross-
sections;

means for connecting to a main portion of the single tube of

the pipe, located at one end of the fluid transport tubes,
and where the ratio of the cross-section of the single tube
of the main portion over the sum of the plurality of
cross-sections of the fluid transport tubes of the flow rate
control valve is less than or equal to 5, preferably less
than or equal to 3, and more preferably less than or equal
to 1.5.

According to an embodiment, the flow rate control valve
comprises means for obturating at least one portion of the
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fluid transport tubes. According to an embodiment, the obtu-
ration means comprise a diaphragm, fins, a sleeve valve or a
piston. According to one embodiment, the fluid transport
tubes do not all have identical cross-sections and are prefer-
ably arranged per groups of fluid transport tubes with essen-
tially identical cross-sections.
According to an embodiment:
the plurality of cross-sections of at least one portion of the
fluid transport tubes range from 0.012 to 100 mm?, pref-
erably from 0.05 to 50 mm?, and more preferably from
0.8 to 30 mm?; and/or

the cross-section of at least one fluid transport tube ranges
from 1 to 100 cm?, preferably from 1 to 50 cm?; and/or
the totality of the fluid transport tubes has a length rang-
ing from 1 cmto 10 m, preferably from 10 cmto 3 m, and
more preferably from 30 cm to 1.5 m.

The invention also relates to a transport installation, nota-
bly for injecting a fluid, for example into an underground
formation, comprising at least one pipe notably for injection,
the pipe comprising:

a main portion which includes a single tube having a cross-
section, and

a flow rate control valve as described above, connected to

the single tube of the main portion through connecting
means.

According to an embodiment of this installation:

the flow rate control valve including at least ten fluid trans-

port tubes having a plurality of cross-sections;

the plurality of cross-sections of at least one portion of the

fluid transport tubes being at least ten times smaller than
the cross-section of the single tube of the main portion,
preferably at least one hundred times smaller, more pref-
erably at least one thousand times smaller and preferably
at least ten thousand times smaller; and/or

each transport tube is of constant cross-section over its

length; and/or the transport tubes are cylinders and each
cylinder extends along a longitudinal axis and/or the
longitudinal axes of the cylinders are parallel to each
other, and/or

the plurality of cross-sections of the fluid transport tubes

are circular.

According to an embodiment, the installation comprises a
plurality of injection pipes, notably connected to pumping
means, each pipe notably for injection comprises a main
portion including a single tube and a flow rate control valve as
described above. By single fluid-supplying tube is meant
according to the present invention, the main portion of a
single tube of a pipe. The pipe may be a fluid transport pipe,
a pipe for pumping a fluid. Preferably, the pipe is a pipe for
injecting a fluid.

With the present invention, it is possible to overcome the
drawbacks of the state of the art. More particularly it provides
aflow rate control valve which does not induce any significant
degradation of the polymer solutions used within the scope of
assisted recovery of hydrocarbons, even at a high flow rate.

This is accomplished by using a bundle including a large
number of fluid transport tubes (also called capillaries in the
following) arranged in parallel. In the system according to the
invention, the pressure losses are essentially generated by
friction of the conveyed fluid on the walls of the capillaries,
and not upon flowing through geometrical contractions. In
particular, the effective contraction ratio in the system (i.e. the
ratio between the useful section for the fluid upstream from
the inlet of the capillaries and the useful section for the fluid
in the capillaries) is small. Thus, the elongational velocity
gradient remains moderate in the whole of the system (unlike
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most devices of the state of the art), it only allows little or
quasino degradation of the polymers, even at a high flow rate.

According to certain particular embodiments, the inven-

tion also has one or preferably several of the advantageous
characteristics listed below.

Because the solutions of polymer are not very degraded by
means of the invention, substantial savings may be
obtained in terms of the total amount of polymer to be
used for mobilizing the hydrocarbons from an under-
ground formation.

When the flow rate control valve according to the invention
comprises means for obturating the capillaries, it is pos-
sibleto adjust as needed and practically continuously the
pressure loss and the flow rate in the valve by obturating
a more or less large number of capillaries and/or by
selectively obturating the capillaries having a given size.
This system is simpler to apply than the one of U.S. Pat.
No. 4,276,904, wherein the adjustment of the flow rate
and of the pressure loss is carried out by actuating a large
number of distinct closing devices via valves.

The use of capillaries of different diameters in a same flow
rate control valve allows regulation of the pressure drop
and of the flow rate in the valve in a larger range of values
than when all the capillaries are identical.

The flow rate control valve according to the invention is
robust and may have relatively small dimensions, well
adapted for incorporation into conventional networks
for distributing fluid to underground formations.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates an embodiment of a flow
rate control valve according to the invention, integrated to an
injection pipe.

FIG. 2 corresponds to a cross-section taken along line I-] of
the flow rate control valve of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 corresponds to a cross-section taken along line I-] of
the flow rate control valve of FIG. 1, according to another
embodiment.

FIG. 4 schematically illustrates another embodiment of a
flow rate control valve according to the invention, integrated
to an injection pipe.

FIG. 5 corresponds to a cross-section taken along line I1I-I1
of the flow rate control valve of FIG. 4.

FIGS. 6 and 7 schematically illustrate another embodiment
of a flow rate control valve according to the invention, inte-
grated to an injection pipe.

FIG. 8 provides the degradation percentage of a polymer
solution (in ordinates) versus the pressure loss (in bars; 1
bar=0.1 MPa) for different internal capillary diameters (see
Example 1).

FIG. 9 provides the degradation percentage of a polymer
solution (in ordinates) versus the pressure loss (in bars) for
different capillary lengths (see Example 2).

FIG. 10 provides the degradation percentage of a polymer
solution (in ordinates) versus the flow rate (in mL/min) for
different capillary lengths (see Example 2); and

In FIGS. 8 to 10, “ID” means internal capillary diameter,
and “L”” means capillary length.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The invention is now described in more detail and in a non
limiting way in the following description. With reference to
FIG. 1, a transport pipe notably for injection 1, intended to
inject a fluid for example in an underground formation, com-
prises at least one main portion 6 including a single tube, and
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a flow rate control valve 8 connected to the main portion 6
through connecting means 3, for example, a connecting
flange.

The main portion 6 of the pipe is connected at its other end
to fluid supply means (not shown). Generally, these supply
means include a tank of fluid and pumping means. In prin-
ciple, a plurality of injection pipes is connected to a single
tank of fluid and to single pumping means. The pumping
means are adapted so as to cause the pressurized fluid to
circulate in the injection pipe, successively in the single tube
of'the main portion 6 of each pipe, and then through the flow
rate control valve 8.

The fluid used is preferably a solution of polymer, notably
a solution of hydrophilic polymer with a large molecular
mass, for example the molecular mass of the polymer is
greater than 10° Da (dalton; 1 Da=1 g/mol). Preferably, the
molecular mass of the polymer is comprised between 1.5%10°
Da and 50%10° Da, more preferably between 8*10° Da and
35%10° Da. More preferably, the polymer solution is a solu-
tion of polyacrylamide. Polyacrylamide, not very sensitive to
biodegradation and less expensive than biopolymers is very
widely used but is particularly sensitive to mechanical deg-
radation, since it is a relatively flexible polymer which adopts
a ball configuration which is stretched when it is located in a
strong elongational flow (for example, a contraction) which
leads to the breaking of the carbon-carbon bond. The inven-
tion may also be applied with other types of fluids, notably
fluids capable of mechanical degradation, and for example
emulsions, notably oil/water emulsions.

According to an embodiment (not shown) the end of the
injection pipe 1, located opposite to the fluid supply means
(i.e. the end of the injection pipe 1 through which the fluid
flows out and is released into the underground formation) is
directly formed by the flow rate control valve 8. According to
this embodiment, the fluid is directly injected into the under-
ground formation upon flowing out of the flow rate control
valve 8.

However, according to another (preferred) embodiment,
the end of the flow rate control valve 8, located opposite to the
main portion 6 ofthe injection pipe 1, is connected to a second
main portion 7 including a single tube, via connecting means
4, for example a connecting flange. The fluid therefore circu-
lates in the tube of the main portion 6, and then through the
flow rate control valve 8, and then in the tube of the second
main portion 7, before being injected into the underground
formation. With this configuration, it is possible to provide
specific means at the end of the injection pipe 1 adapted for
optimally distributing the fluid in the underground formation
onthe one hand and for simplifying the actuation and optional
maintenance of the flow rate control valve 8 on the other hand,
as compared with the case in which the latter is located at the
end of the injection pipe 1, i.e. necessarily in depth before
penetrating into the underground formation.

The flow rate control valve 8 includes a plurality of fluid
transport tubes 2 arranged in parallel in the direction of flow.
Within the scope of the present application, this term “in
parallel” means that the fluid transport tubes 2 are arranged so
that the fluid from the single tube of the main portion 6 may
(inthe absence of obturation) be distributed into the totality of
the fluid transport tubes 2. In other words, the total fluid flow
rate in the injection pipe 1 is the sum of the individual fluid
flow rates in the different fluid transport tubes 2, each of these
individual flow rates being non-zero (except for obturation of
aportion of the fluid transport tubes 2). The term “in parallel”
does not necessarily imply that the axes of the fluid transport
tubes 2 are parallel to each other in the geometrical sense,
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although such a situation is possible, and even preferable for
reasons of simplicity of design. The tubes for example may be
wound in parallel.

The fluid transport tubes 2 may be parallel slots made in
one or several blocks of material. According to the invention,
the number of fluid transport tubes 2 is greater than or equal
to 10, preferably greater than or equal to 100, or greater than
or equal to 200, or greater than or equal to 500, or greater than
or equal to 1,000, or greater than or equal to 1,500, or greater
than or equal to 2,000, or greater than or equal to 5,000.
Indeed, the presence of a large number of fluid transport tubes
2 allows generation of a significant pressure loss with a mini-
mum of degradation of the fluid for a given flow rate.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the fluid transport tubes 2 are
grouped into a bundle, which may be contained in a sheath 9.
For reasons of simplicity, it may be provided that the sheath 9
has the same shape as the main portion 6 and the second main
portion 7 of the pipe. The sheath 9 is advantageously of a
cylindrical shape with a circular base but may also have
another shape (for example a cylindrical shape with a square
base). The main portion 6 has a cross-section and the fluid
transport tubes 2 may themselves have a plurality of cross-
sections of circular shape or of another shape (for example a
square shape).

Within the scope of the present application, by “cross-
section” of a tube is meant the surface of the internal space of
the tube which is perpendicular to the main axis of the tube,
i.e. perpendicular to the average direction of flow of the fluid.
Generally, each tube has a constant cross-section along its
axis. If however this cross-section varies along the axis, the
minimum value of the cross-section will be retained for defin-
ing the term.

The plurality of cross-sections of at least one portion of the
fluid transport tubes 2 are at least 10 times smaller than
cross-section of the single tube of the main portion 6 (and than
cross-the section of the single tube of the second main portion
7), preferably at least 100 times smaller, more preferably at
least 1,000 times smaller and preferably at least 10,000 times
smaller. When there are a large number of fluid transport
tubes 2, the plurality of cross-sections are small relative to the
cross-section of the tube of the main portion 6, allowing the
generation of a significant pressure loss with a minimum of
degradation of the fluid, for a given flow rate.

For example, the plurality of cross-sections of at least one
portion of the fluid transport tubes 2 may range from 0.012 to
100 mm?, preferably from 0.05 to 50 mm?, and more prefer-
ably from 0.8 to 30 mm?. Still as an example, for fluid trans-
port tubes 2 with a circular cylindrical shape, the internal
diameter is from 0.125 to 11 mm, preferably from 0.25 to 8
mm, and more preferably from 1 to 6 mm; for a main portion
6 with a circular cylindrical shape, the internal diameter is
preferably from 1 to 30 cm.

The flow rate control valve 8 may be without any obtura-
tion means. In this case, the fluid always circulates in the
totality of the fluid transport tubes 2 and the generated pres-
sure loss cannot be adjusted by the operator independently of
the flow rate.

However, provision should preferably be made for means 5
for obturating the fluid transport tubes 2, which may be
remotely actuated (for example by hydraulic control or by
electric control). Preferably, these obturation means 5 are
arranged at the inlet of the fluid transport tubes 2 (i.e. they are
located at the interface between the main portion 6 of the pipe
and the fluid transport tubes 2) or optionally at the outlet of the
fluid transport tubes 2 (i.e. at the interface between the second
main portion 7 of the pipe and the fluid transport tubes 2). For
reasons of simplicity, it is preferred that the obturation means
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5 comprise a single mobile portion or else an assembly of
mobile portions which co-operate together (for example a
plate, a set of permanently attached fins, a piston, a diaphragm
or other means) and not several mobile portions which have to
be actuated independently of each other.

All the fluid transport tubes 2 may be of identical shape and
cross-section. However, it is preferred that the fluid transport
tubes 2 do not all have identical cross-sections. In particular it
is useful to provide fluid transport tubes 2 of relatively large
size, in addition to the fluid transport tubes 2 of small size
described above. By having the fluid pass into the fluid trans-
port tubes 2 of larger size, the pressure loss is reduced for a
given flow rate.

For example, it may be provided that the whole of the fluid
transport tubes 2 be distributed in two different sizes (or two
sections) or in three or more different sizes (or three sections).
Three sizes are provided in the embodiment of FIGS. 2 and 3,
i.e. the fluid transport tubes 2 are distributed in large tubes 2a,
medium tubes 256 and small tubes 2¢. As an example, the tubes
oflarger size (notably the large tubes 2a in the embodiment of
FIGS. 2 and 3) advantageously have cross-sections ranging
from 1 to 100 cm?, preferably from 1 to 50 cm?.

Thus, selective obturation of the fluid transport tubes 2 of
large size allows generation of a significant pressure loss by
forcing the liquid to pass into the fluid transport tubes 2 of
small size. And the aperture of the fluid transport tubes 2 of
large size (either associated or not with the obturation of the
fluid transport tubes 2 of small size) allows strong reduction
in the pressure loss by allowing the fluid to pass into the fluid
transport tubes 2 of small size. The configuration of the obtu-
ration means 5 is therefore advantageously adapted to the
arrangement of the fluid transport tubes 2. The fluid transport
tubes 2 are advantageously grouped according to their size (or
cross-section), in order to facilitate selective obturation of the
fluid transport tubes 2 depending on their size.

Thus, in the case illustrated in FIG. 2, the small tubes 2¢ are
arranged in the center, the medium tubes 25 around the small
tubes 2¢ and the large tubes 2a around the medium tubes 25,
i.e. at the periphery. With this configuration, it is possible to
selectively obturate the tubes easily by using the obturation
means formed by a diaphragm.

In the case illustrated in FIG. 3, the small tubes 2¢, the
medium tubes 26 and the large tubes 2a are distributed as disk
sectors. With this configuration it is possible to selectively
obturate the tubes easily by using obturation means including
fins. According to another configuration not shown, still with
a sheath 9 of a circular cylindrical shape, the tubes are dis-
tributed as crescents, which allows easy selective obturation
of'the tubes by using a sleeve valve.

According to the alternative illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5 (in
which the reference numbers have the same meaning as
above, unless indicated otherwise) the main axis of the flow
rate control valve 8 is perpendicular to the main axis of the
main portion 6 of the pipe, i.e. the pipe is L-shaped in the
vicinity of the flow rate control valve 8. The sheath 9 has a
cylindrical shape with a square cross-section. The tubes are
distributed as strips according to their size. With this configu-
ration it is possible to selectively obturate the tubes easily by
using obturation means including a piston 10.

According to the alternative illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7 (in
which the reference numbers have the same meaning as
above, unless indicated otherwise) the main axis of the flow
rate control valve 8 is parallel to the main axis of the main
portion 6 of the pipe. The sheath 9 has a cylindrical shape with
a square cross-section (see again FIG. 5 corresponding to the
cross-section taken along line II-I1). The tubes are distributed
as strips according to their size. With this configuration it is
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possible to selectively obturate the tubes easily by using an
obturation means 11 with a pyramidal shape with a square
base. With this configuration it is possible to minimize the
contraction ratio at the inlet of the tubes.

Generally, the fluid transport tubes 2 all preferably have
substantially the same length (dimension along their main
axis, i.e. along the average direction of flow) for reasons of
simplicity of design. A length from 1 cm to 10 m is advanta-
geous, preferably from 10 cm to 3 m and more preferably
from 30 cm to 1.5 m. It has been noticed by the inventors that
the degradation of a solution of polymers essentially occurs
only at the inlet of the tubes and not over the whole of their
length. Therefore, by using a relatively substantial tube
length, it is possible to obtain a significant pressure loss (at a
given flow rate) without generating any significant degrada-
tion. However, it is also desired to avoid using excessively
long tubes in order not to complicate the implementation of
the invention and the manufacturing of the valve.

The bundle of fluid transport tubes 2 according to the
invention may be manufactured by assembling (adhesive
bonding, welding or other technique) of individual tubes or
by piercing orifices in the plates followed by assembling
(adhesive bonding, welding or other technique) of plates by
aligning the orifices. It is advantageous to provide that the
respective internal spaces of the fluid transport tubes 2 form
an assembly as compact as possible, i.e. provide that the
cross-section of the sheath 9 which is not available for letting
through the fluid, be as reduced as possible. This allows
limitation of the local contraction ratios and therefore limita-
tion of the degradation of the fluid.

In this respect, in particular, it is useful that the overall
contraction ratio of the valve (defined as being the ratio of the
cross-section of the single tube of the main portion 6 over the
sum of the plurality of cross-sections of the fluid transport
tubes 2) is greater than 1 and is smaller than or equal to 5,
preferably less than or equal to 3 and more preferably less
than or equal to 1.5. The whole of the geometrical character-
istics of the flow rate control valve 8, i.e. mainly the number,
cross-section and length of the fluid transport tubes 2 are
selected depending on the flow rate range and on the pressure
loss range desired for the pipe.

The invention may be applied within the scope of an
exploitation either located at sea (offshore) or not. The hydro-
carbons are recovered by one or several production wells in a
way known per se and may be subject to subsequent treatment
known per se for example comprising solid removal, gas/
liquid separation, water/oil separation, dehydration, upgrad-
ing, refining or other treatment. The use of the valve accord-
ing to the invention is not limited to the field of assisted
recovery of hydrocarbons. It may be used in all technical
fields which require the movement of a pressurized fluid, said
fluid being sensitive to mechanical degradations.

EXAMPLES
The following examples illustrate the invention without
limiting it.
Example 1

Influence of the Internal Diameter of the Capillaries

Measurements of degradation of a polyacrylamide solution
are conducted upon its passing into the capillary tubes. The
polyacrylamide is the commercial hydrolyzed polyacryla-
mide 36308 provided by SNF. The injected solutions are
prepared at a concentration of 800 ppm in synthetic brine at
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35 g/L.. The polyacrylamide solution is supplied by a tube
with an internal diameter of 2 mm, and passes into a capillary
tube with a smaller internal diameter, i.e. 0.75 mm, 0.5 mm,
0.25 mm or 0.18 mm. The length of each capillary is 30 cm.

Different flow rates are applied to the polyacrylamide solu-
tion in order to measure a pressure loss in the degrading tube
comprised between 0 and 20 bars. For a given pressure loss,
the flow rate is all the larger since the diameter of the degrad-
ing capillary is small. Thus, the flow rate is varied between 0
and 22 cc/min in the capillary of diameter 0.18 mm, between
0 and 4 cc/min in the capillary of diameter 0.25 mm, between
0 and 230 cc/min in the capillary of diameter 0.5 mm and
between 0 and 400 cc/min in the capillary of diameter 0.7
mm.

For each experiment the pressure loss (pressure difference
between the inlet and the outlet of a capillary) is measured as
well as the viscosity of the solution at the inlet (v),) and at the
outlet (n,) of the capillary. The degradation percentage D of
the solution is inferred therefrom according to the following
formula: D=(n,-m,)/(n,-M,,»x100, wherein n,, represents
the viscosity of water. As a comparison, the degradation
obtained in a valve with a cage shape, marketed by Cameron
Willis, is also measured on a real-size test bench under the
flow rate conditions of an oil well (a flow rate varying
between 30 and 200 m*/h).

The results are shown in FIG. 8. It is seen that for a given
pressure loss, degradation decreases when the diameter of the
capillary decreases. It is also seen that it is possible to obtain
lower degradation than that obtained with the commercially
available valve.

Example 2
Influence of the Length of the Capillaries

Measurements of degradation of a polyacrylamide solution
are conducted in the same way as in Example 1, but by using
capillary tubes of the same internal diameter (0.5 mm) and of
different lengths. The results are shown in FIG. 9. It is seen
that for a given pressure loss, the degradation decreases when
the length of the capillary increases. Correlatively for a given
flow rate, the degradation is identical regardless of the length
of the capillary, as this may be seen in FIG. 10. This means
that the degradation of the polymer only occurs at the inlet of
the capillary tube, under the effect of the elongational velocity
gradient. Consequently, by using a geometry limiting the
local contraction ratios at the inlet of the capillary tubes as
well as by using long capillaries, it is possible to reduce
degradation of the polymer.

Example 3

Possible Geometries of the Flow Rate Control Valves
According to the Invention

In a first scenario, it is desired to generate a pressure loss of
15 bars for a flow rate of 100 m>/h with a polymer degradation
of less than 36%, and with a valve of a length of 30 cm.
According to Example 1 and FIG. 8, the polymer degradation
is about 36%, at 15 bars of pressure loss, for a capillary with
a length of 30 cm and with an internal diameter of 0.25 mm.
The corresponding flow rate is 17 ml/min. Therefore the
number of capillaries to be provided for accommodating the
total flow rate is equal to 98,000.

The total diameter corresponding to the obtained bundle of
capillaries is about 13.2 cm (for an external capillary diameter
010.4 and a compactness 0f 0.9). The overall contraction ratio
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for this configuration is 2.8 (versus 64 in the configuration
used in Example 1). Therefore, the polymer degradation
obtained in this configuration is clearly less than 36%.

In a second scenario, it is desired to use capillaries with an
internal diameter of 0.5 mm, in order to generate a pressure
loss of 15 bars for a flow rate of 100 m*/h, with a polymer
degradation of less than 20%. According to Example 2 and
FIG. 8, the polymer degradation is about 20% in a capillary of
internal diameter 0.5 mm, for a flow rate of 55 mlL/min.
Therefore, the number of capillaries to be provided for
accommodating the total flow rate is equal to 30303. Still
according to Example 2 and FIG. 10, it is determined that the
capillary length required for obtaining a pressure loss of 15
bars is 150 cm.

The total diameter corresponding to the obtained bundle of
capillaries is about 11.9 cm (for an external capillary diameter
0ot 0.65 mm and a compactness of 0.9). The overall contrac-
tion ratio for this configuration is 1.9 (versus 16 in the con-
figuration used in Example 1). Therefore, the obtained poly-
mer degradation in this configuration is clearly less than 20%.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for injecting a fluid in an underground forma-
tion, the method comprising:

transporting a fluid in at least one injection pipe;

using the injection pipe to inject the fluid into the under-

ground formation, the injection pipe comprising a main
portion including a single tube having a cross-section
and a flow rate control valve including at least ten fluid
transport tubes having a plurality of cross-sections, the
plurality of cross-sections comprising at least a first
cross-section and a second cross-section, the first cross-
section being smaller or bigger than the second cross-
section, the fluid transport tubes being arranged substan-
tially in parallel, and a ratio of the cross-section of the
single tube of the main portion over the sum of the
plurality of cross-sections of the fluid transport tubes of
the flow rate control valve being less than or equal to 5;
and

adjusting the flow rate of the fluid circulating in the injec-

tion pipe by moving at least one mobile portion move-
able between a first position and a second position rela-
tive to the fluid transport tubes for selectively obturating
the fluid transport tubes, the at least one mobile portion,
in the first position, blocking flow of the fluid through all
of'the fluid transport tubes having the first cross-section
while permitting flow of the fluid through all of the fluid
transport tubes having the second cross-section.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein at least one of
the plurality of cross-sections, defined by at least one portion
of'one of the fluid transport tubes, is at least ten times smaller
than the cross-section of the single tube of the main portion,
wherein the cross-section of each of the fluid transport tubes
is constant over a length of each of the fluid transport tubes,
and wherein the fluid transport tubes are cylinders and each of
the cylinders extends along a longitudinal axis, the longitu-
dinal axes of the cylinders are parallel to each other, and/or the
plurality of cross-sections of the fluid transport tubes are
circular.

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
distributing the fluid in a plurality of injection pipes by a
pump, each injection pipe comprising the main portion
including the single tube and the flow rate control valve
including the at least ten fluid transport tubes arranged in
parallel, the flow rate of the fluids circulating in each injection
pipe being adjusted by distributing the fluid in all or part of the
fluid transport tubes, and the fluid from the injection pipes
being injected into the underground formation.
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4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the fluid
transport tubes do not all have identical cross-sections, and
further comprising arranging the fluid transport tubes per
groups of the fluid transport tubes with essentially identical
cross-sections.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein at least one of:

the plurality of cross-sections, defined by at least one por-
tion of one of the fluid transport tubes, ranges from 0.012
to 100 mm?;

the plurality of cross-sections of at least one fluid transport
tube ranges from 1 to 100 cm?; and/or

the totality of the fluid transport tubes have a length ranging
from 1 cm to 10 m.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the fluid is an
aqueous solution of a polymer, and the molecular mass of the
polymer is greater than 10° Da.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the fluid is an
aqueous solution of polyacrylamide.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the fluid is an
emulsion.

9. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
recovering hydrocarbons from the underground formation.

10. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
recovering hydrocarbons from the underground formation
and treating the recovered hydrocarbons.

11. A flow rate control valve intended to be connected to a
single tube of a pipe having a cross-section, the valve com-
prising:

at least ten fluid transport tubes arranged in parallel having
a plurality of cross-sections, the plurality of cross-sec-
tions comprising at least a first cross-section and a sec-
ond cross-section, the first cross-section being smaller
or bigger than the second cross-section;

a connector connecting to a main portion of the single tube
ofthe pipe, located at one end of the fluid transport tubes
and where a ratio of the cross-section of the single tube
of the main portion over the sum of the plurality of
cross-sections of the fluid transport tubes of the flow rate
control valve is less than or equal to 5; and

at least one mobile portion moveable between a first posi-
tion and a second position relative to the fluid transport
tubes for selectively obturating the fluid transport tubes,
the at least one mobile portion, in the first position,
blocking flow of the fluid through all of the fluid trans-
port tubes having the first cross-section while permitting
flow of the fluid through all of the fluid transport tubes
having the second cross-section.

12. The flow rate control valve according to claim 11,
wherein the obturation member is one of: a diaphragm, fins, a
sleeve valve or a piston.

13. The flow rate control valve according to claim 11,
wherein the fluid transport tubes do not all have identical
cross-sections, but are arranged per groups of the fluid trans-
port tubes of essentially identical cross-sections.

14. The flow rate control valve according to claim 11,
wherein at least one of:

the plurality of cross-sections, defined by at least one por-
tion of one of the fluid transport tubes, ranges from 0.012
to 100 mm?;

the plurality of cross-sections of at least one fluid transport
tube ranges from 1 to 100 cm?; and/or

the totality of the fluid transport tubes have a length ranging
from 1 cm to 10 m.

15. Aninstallation for transporting and injecting a fluid into

an underground formation, the installation comprising:

at least one injection pipe comprising a main portion which
includes a single tube having a cross-section;
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aflow rate control valve connected to the single tube of the

main portion, the valve comprising at least ten substan-
tially parallel fluid transport tubes having a plurality of
cross-sections, the plurality of cross-sections compris-
ing at least a first cross-section and a second cross-
section, the first cross-section being smaller or bigger
than the second cross-section, a ratio of the cross-section
of the single tube over the sum of the plurality of cross-
sections of the fluid transport tubes being less than or
equal to 5; and

at least one mobile portion moveable between a first posi-

tion and a second position relative to the fluid transport
tubes for selectively obturating the fluid transport tubes,
the at least one mobile portion, in the first position,
blocking flow of the fluid through all of the fluid trans-
port tubes having the first cross-section while permitting
flow of the fluid through all of the fluid transport tubes
having the second cross-section.
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16. The installation according to claim 15, wherein at least
one of the plurality of cross-sections, defined by at least one
portion of one of the fluid transport tubes, is at least ten times
smaller than the cross-section of the single tube of the main
portion, wherein the cross-section of each of the fiuid trans-
port tubes is constant over a length of each of the fluid trans-
port tubes, and wherein the fluid transport tubes are cylinders
and each of the cylinders extends along a longitudinal axis,
the longitudinal axes of the cylinders are parallel to each
other, and/or the plurality of cross-sections of the fluid trans-
port tubes are circular.

17. The installation according to claim 15, further compris-
ing a plurality of injection pipes connected to a pump, each
injection pipe comprises a main portion including the single
tube and the flow rate control valve.

18. The installation according to claim 15, wherein the at
least one mobile portion blocks flow of the fluid through all of
the fluid transport tubes in the second position.
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